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MOTTO

“Success doesn’t come from what you do occasionally,
it comes from what you do consistently.”

(Marie Forleo)

“Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value.”

(Albert Einstein)

“And above all, watch with glittering eyes the whole world around you because
the greatest secrets are always hidden in the most unlikely places. Those who
don’t believe in magic will never find it.”

(Roald Dahl)

“Run without limits, no matter how the world stands against you,
Keep walking your own path,
Until you finally discover the true meaning of purpose.”

(Si Bolang Bocah Petualang)
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THE EFFECT OF WORD ATTACK STRATEGY TOWARDS STUDENTS’
READING ABILITY IN RECOUNT TEXT OF THE EIGHTH GRADE AT
SMP NEGERI 5§ MENDOBARAT

Rafly Saputra
1913029
Tarbiyah Faculty
English Education Program

State Institute of Islamic Studies Syaikh Abdurrahman Siddik
Bangka Belitung

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effect of the Word Attack Strategy on students’
reading comprehension of recount texts at SMP Negeri 5 Mendobarat. A quantitative
quasi-experimental design was employed involving two groups: an experimental class
taught using the Word Attack Strategy and a control class taught using conventional
methods. The research instruments consisted of 21 validated multiple-choice items
administered as pre-test and post-test, assessing students’ ability to identify main ideas,
make inferences, and understand vocabulary. The findings showed that both groups
improved their reading comprehension after the treatment.The mean score of the
experimental class increased from 35.57 to 43.52, while the control class improved
from 35.42 to 49.90. The result of the independent t-test showed that the obtained t-
count was 2.18, which was higher than the t-table value of 2.021 at a significance level
of 0.05 (p = 0.035), indicating a significant difference between the two groups in the
post-test Based on these findings, it can be concluded that there was a statistically
significant difference in students’ reading comprehension scores between the
experimental and control groups after the implementation of the treatments.

Keywords: Word Attack Strategy, Reading Comprehension, Recount Text,
Experimental Study
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