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MOTTO

“For indeed, with hardship comes ease. Indeed,
with hardship comes ease.”

-(Q.S. Al-Insyirah [94]: 5-6)-

“If you slow down for a moment and catch your
breath, you can forever keep these passing
moments in your heart.”

-Wonwoo (SEVENTEEN)-
“We don't have to be perfect, but we must keep

growing.”

-Tulus-

Vi
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IMPROVING STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH
THE USE OF WORD CONNECTION GAME TO THE EIGHTH GRADE
STUDENTS AT SMP N 3 BELINYU

Maya Ariski
2113004

Tarbiyah Faculty
English Education Study Program
State Islamic Institute
Syaikh Abdurrahman Siddik
Bangka Belitung

Abstract

This study aimed at investigated the implementation of the Word
Connection Game in improving students' vocabulary achievement and to examine
whether there was a significant difference in vocabulary achievement between
students taught using the Word Connection Game and those taught using
conventional methods at the eighth grade of SMP N 3 Belinyu. This research
applied a quantitative technique with a quasi-experimental design that combined
pre-test and post-test assessments of control and experimental groups. The groups
were two classes consisted of thirty students respectively. The data were collected
by using vocabulary test and observation sheet and then were analyzed by using
SPSS. The Word Connection Game was implemented systematically across
twelve treatment sessions, starting with basic vocabulary from recount texts and
moving on to items that required the identification of synonyms. This
improvement was mirrored in the students' observation assessments, which
improved steadily from Fair to Excellent by the end of the program. The paired
sample t-test showed that the experimental class achieved a statistically significant
improvement from pre-test to post-test (t-obtained = 9.647 > t-table = 2.045, p =
0.000), so the alternative hypothesis was accepted, whereas the control class
showed no significant improvement. The independent samples t-test on the post-
test scores revealed a statistically significant difference between the two groups
(t-obtained = 2.437 > t-table = 2.002, p = 0.018), thus the alternative hypothesis
was accepted and the experimental class performed better than the control class.
These findings indicate that the Word Connection Game is an effective
instructional strategy for improving students' vocabulary achievement at the
eighth grade of SMP N 3 Belinyu.

Keywords: Word Connection Game, Implementation, Verb, Adjective, Synonym
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