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MOTTO 

 

“The way to know life is to love many things” 

-Van Gogh 

******* 

“My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to 

thrive; and to do so with some passion, some 

compassion, same humor, and some style” 

-Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 

 

DEDICATION 

 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim….. 

In the name of Allah SWT., the Most Great and Most Merciful, the One who truly 

beautiful and who has created millions of forms of beauty. First and foremost, I 

would like to express my endless gratitude to the Almighty, Allah SWT. It is only 

through His blessings that I have been given ease and guidance throughout the 

process of completing this research. There are no words sufficient to express this 

immense gratitude except through continous prayer and devotion. As a researcher, 

I would like you dedicate this research to the people behind the scenes who have 

been present and have continuously supported and assisted me throughout my 

university journey and the process of completing this thesis: 

 My beloved parents, Nasrul and Elia. No amount of gratitude could ever be 

enough to express how thankful I am to have been born into this family. 

Although you did not have the opportunity to pursue higher education, you 

have always been able to provide your children with the best education 

possible. Thank you for your endless prayers and for never growing tired of 

asking Allah SWT to bless and guide me. I hope that in every step I take in 

the future, I will always be able to give my very best both of you. Thank 

you for bringing me into this world. Please live a long and healthy life, so 

that when I finally achieve my dreams and succeed, we can still be together, 

sharing and celebrating those precious moments as a family. 

 My beloved younger sister, Biuti Lufita, who has always been my partner 

in all our little fights. You have grown taller than me, so keep chasing 

everything you have ever dreamed of. I will always support whatever 

decisions you make in life. Thank you for being born as my younger sister 

in this life, and I am sorry for not always being able to be the best older 

sister for you. 

 To my big family on both my father’s and mother’s sides, thank you for 

always supporting and encouraging me during the most difficult times. 

Thank you for always being there whenever I needed help and for bringing 



viii 

 

comfort and happiness whenever sadness came my way. Please live long 

and healthy lives so that we can continue to gather together and remain a 

close, loving, and harmonious family in the years to come. 

 To my beloved cousin, Putri Khoirunnisa, who has always been by my side 

through both difficult and happy times. Thank you for all the help, support, 

and sacrifices you have given me over the years. Thank you for being so 

kind as to lend me your laptop and motorcycle while I was working on this 

thesis. The words “thank you” will never be enough to express how grateful 

I am to be a part of your family. May your life always go smoothly. 

 To my respected advisor, Zulfikri Betyar Rasuan, M.Pd., and Aisyah 

Pratiwi, M.Pd., thank you for all your guidance support, and assistance 

throughout this journey. Thank you for never getting tired of guiding and 

supporting me throughout the process. With your invaluable guidance, I was 

able to complete this research successfully. I will always remember and be 

grateful that I was blessed with the opportunity to meet such kind, patient, 

and supportive people like both of you. 

 To my beloved best friends, Putri Wahyuningsih, Lili Nurdianti, Jumita, 

Istikomah, Siti Yulyanah, and Desti Kartika Putri, who have always 

supported every step I have taken and every decision I have made 

throughout the years. Thank you for always being there whenever I needed 

help and for always accompanying me through moments of happiness and 

laughter. I am truly grateful and happy to have met and known each of you. 

 To my beloved friends, Naiya Laisya Amalia, Sabila, and Dita Purnama 

Sari, thank you for all the help and support, both financially and through 

your time and effort, throughout our college journey. Without your help and 

care, I would not have been able to keep fighting and complete this research. 

Although our time together was short, the stories and memories we shared 

will always remain in my mind forever. Thank you for choosing me to be 

your friend. 

 To my beloved friends of TBI 21 A, especially to Mely Agustina, Bagas 

Akbar, Maya Ariski, Tania Febiana, Mutiara Anggini, I may not be able to 



ix 

 

mention each of your names here, but I will always remember all the 

memories we shared together, whether through photos, videos, or simply in 

my heart. Thank you for being willing to be my friends. It is true that 

throughout our journey in life, we will always meet new people and create 

new memories. Keep growing and becoming better versions of yourselves 

every day. Thank you for everything. 

 And last but certainly not least, the most special one, for myself, Elsiska. 

Thank you for always moving forward despite the doubts you have in 

yourself and the doubts of others. Thank you for never getting tired of trying 

and never giving up whenever you fail. You have always being strong, even 

when you were actually exhausted. Don’t care about the words of people 

who have nothing to do with your life. Believe that one day, you will 

succeed in making the dreams you have always imagined come true. 

Remember every failure and every obstacle is a path for you to learn and 

grow into a better version of yourself. Don’t be afraid to try new things. 

Your life is meant to be enjoyed. Thank you, Elsiska, for making it this far 

and for being strong enough to keep fighting. I look forward to witnessing 

the next chapters of your life. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 

 

USING SHORT STORIES OF RECOUNT TEXT TO ENHANCE 

STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY MASTERY AT SMPN 2 

PARITTIGA 

ELSISKA 

2113002 

English Education Study Program 
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Abstract 

This study examined the effectiveness of using short stories presented in the form 

of recount texts to enhance students’ English vocabulary mastery at SMPN 2 

Parittiga. A quantitative research approach was employed using a quasi-

experimental design with a pre-test and post-test control group. The participants 

consisted of 54 eighth-grade students, equally divided into an experimental group 

and a control group, with 27 students in each class. The experimental group 

received vocabulary instruction through recount short stories, whereas the control 

group was taught using conventional instruction. The data were obtained through 

vocabulary tests emphasizing nouns and verbs and were analysed using SPSS 26 

through paired-samples and independent-samples t-tests. The findings indicated 

that the experimental group achieved a substantially higher enhancement, with a 

mean difference of 52.481 and a significance value of 0.000, while the control group 

showed a mean difference of 7.428 with a significance value of 0.008. The 

experimental group also obtained a t-count of 14.246, exceeding the t-table value 

of 2.006, while the control group obtained a t-count of 2.860, which was higher 

than the t-table value of 2.056. In addition, the independent-samples t-test resulted 

in a t-count of 4.928, which exceeded the t-table value of approximately 2.007, with 

a significance value of 0.000 (p < 0.05). These findings led to the rejection of the 

null hypothesis and the acceptance of the alternative hypothesis, demonstrating that 

the use of short stories in recount texts had a significant positive effect on students’ 

English vocabulary mastery. 
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