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MOTTO

Success is not final, failure is not fatal: It is the courage to continue that

counts.

Winston Churchill

It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.

Confucius

“Never stop trying because great things take time.”
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The Effectiveness of Using U-Dictionary Application in Improving
English Pronunciation of 8th Grade Students at MTsN 2 Bangka

Barat

Julia Nengsih
2213009

English Education Study Program Tarbiyah Faculty
Syaikh Abdurrahman Siddik
Bangka Belitung

Abstract

Pronunciation was an essential aspect of English speaking skills. However, many eighth grade
students at MTsN 2 Bangka Barat experienced difficulties in pronouncing English words
accurately due to limited pronunciation practice and ineffective learning media. This study
aimed to investigate the effectiveness of using the U-Dictionary application in improving
students’ English pronunciation skills. The research employed a quantitative approach using a
pre-experimental one-group before-and-after design involving 58 eighth grade students,
consisting of 28 students from Class VIII A and 30 students from Class VIII B. Data were
collected through pronunciation oral tests administered before and after the treatment.
Students’ performances were assessed by two raters to ensure score reliability. The data were
analyzed using the normality test and paired sample t-test at a significance level of 0.05. The
results showed that the mean score of Class VIII A increased from 38.63 (SD = 6.30) to 69.66
(SD = 8.91) (t = -18.761, df = 27, p = 0.000). Likewise, the mean score of Class VIII B
increased from 39.44 (SD = 7.87) to 70.73 (SD = 7.10) (t = -25.196, df = 29, p = 0.000). The
paired sample t-test also revealed a statistically significant difference between students’
pronunciation scores before and after the treatment (p = 0.000 < 0.05). These findings indicated
that the U-Dictionary application effectively improved the English pronunciation skills of
eighth grade students at MTsN 2 Bangka Barat.

Keywords: U-Dictionary Application, Pronunciation Skill, Pre-Experimental Design, Eighth
Grade Students
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