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Abstract 

This research focused on analyzing the implementation of the I Spy Game in 

improving students’ vocabulary mastery and determining whether there was a 

significant difference in vocabulary mastery between students who were taught 

using the I Spy Game and those who were not taught using the I Spy Game in the 

eighth grade of SMP N 1 Namang. The study utilized a quantitative approach with 

a quasi-experimental research design.This study was conducted at SMP N 1 

Namang. The population of this study consisted of all eighth-grade students, 

totaling five classes. The sample consisted of 63 students from two classes: Class 

VIII E as the experimental group with 32 students and Class VIII B as the control 

group with 31 students. Both groups were given a pre-test and a post-test focusing 

on recount texts to measure students’ vocabulary mastery of action verbs and 

concrete nouns. The research data were processed using SPSS version 26. The 

observation results showed that the students were actively involved during the I Spy 

game. They also cooperated with their teammates and demonstrated enthusiasm and 

motivation to compete with other groups. The statistical results indicated that the 

experimental group’s average post-test score was 74.84, whereas the control 

group’s average score was 64.75. The difference in mean scores between the two 

groups was 10.86, with a standard error of 2.605. The two-tailed significance value 

was 0.000. The obtained t-value of 3.872 exceeded the critical t-table value of 2.00 

at the 0.05 level of significance with 61 degrees of freedom. Thus, the null 

hypothesis (H₀) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Hₐ) was accepted. 

Based on the analysis results, a significant difference in vocabulary mastery was 

observed between students who had been taught using the I Spy Game and those 

who had not. In summary, the findings demonstrated that the implementation of the 

I Spy Game was able to support students in improving their vocabulary mastery. 

 

 

Keywords: Game Based Learning, I Spy game , Vocabulary Mastery 



viii  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
First of all, I would like to thank to my Almighty Allah SWT who has given 

me the opportunity, so that I can finish this thesis entitled “Improving Vocabulary 

Mastery by Using I Spy Game at Eight Grade Students of SMPN 1 Namang Bangka 

Tengah”. This thesis was written to fulfill the academic requirements of S1 

Bachelor degree (S.Pd) in English Education Study Program at State Institute of 

Islamic Studies Syaikh Abdurrahman Siddik Bangka Belitung for 2024/2025 

academic year. The research was conducted by the researcher from September to 

October 2025 at SMK N 1 Pangkalan Baru. Furthermore, the researcher would like 

to express his great gratitude to: 

1. Rector of IAIN SAS Bangka Belitung, Dr. Irawan, M.S.I. 

2. The Dean of Tarbiyah Department, Dr. Hj. Soleha, M.A. 

3. The Head of English Education Study Program, Ihda Husnayaini, M.Pd. 

4. The Academic Advisor, Supiah , M.Pd. 

5. The First Advisor, Supiah, M.Pd. 

6. The Second Advisor, D.r Yohan, M.Pd. 

7. All lectures of English Education Study Program. 

8. The Principal, Teachers, and Staff of SMPN 1 Namang 

9. All the eight grade students in SMPN 1 Namang 

 

 

Bangka, February 2
th

 2026 

The Researcher 

 

 

 

Julio Dwi Candra 

NIM. 2113033 



ix  

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

 

TITLE PAGE ................................................................................................. 

LETTER OF DECLARATION ..................................................................... i 

OFFICIAL MEMO ADVISORS ................................................................... ii 

OFFICIAL MEMO EXAMINER .................................................................. iii 

MOTTO ............................................................................................................ iv 

DEDICATION ................................................................................................. v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .............................................................................. viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................ ix 

LIST OF TABLES .......................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF APPENDICES ................................................................................. xii 

ABSTRACT ..................................................................................................... xiii 

CHAPTER                          I  

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 1 

A. Background of the Study ....................................................................... 1 

B. The Limitation of Study ........................................................................ 9 

C. The Problem of Study............................................................................ 9 

D. The Objective of Study.......................................................................... 9 

E. The Significances of the study .............................................................. 10 

F. Previous Related Study ......................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW ............................................................................... 17 

A. Concept of Vocabulary .......................................................................... 17 

B. The Concept of Based Game based learning ......................................... 26 

C. The Concept of I Spy Game .................................................................. 29 



x  

D. The Concept of Recount Text................................................................ 35 

E. Hypothesis of The Study ....................................................................... 38 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD ................................................................................. 40 

A. Research Design .................................................................................... 40 

B. The Setting of The Research ................................................................. 42 

C. Population and Sample .......................................................................... 42 

D. The Technique of Collecting Data ........................................................ 45 

E. The Technique of Analyzing Data ........................................................ 48 

F. Validity and Reliability ......................................................................... 51 

CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND INTERPRETATION ........................................................... 54 

A. Finding of the Research ......................................................................... 54 

B. Interpretation of the research ................................................................. 101 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ...................................................... 108 

A. Conclusion ............................................................................................. 108 

B. Suggestion ............................................................................................. 110 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................ 112 

APPENDICES 



xi  

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

 

Table 1.1 : The Average Score of Students’ Vocabulary Test Results 

Table 1.2 : The Average Score of Each Word Class 

Table 3.1 : Design of The Research 

Table 3.2 : The Population of Study 

Table 3.3 : The Sample of Study 

Table 3.4 : The Classification of Validity Test 

Table 3.5 : The Result of Reliability Test 

Table 3.6 : Reliability Classification 

Table 4.1 : The Result of Observation in Experimental Group 

Table 4.2 : The Result of Observation in Control Group 

Table 4.3 : The Result of Normality Test of Pre-test and Post-test Score at 

Control and Experimental class 

Table 4.4 : The Result of Homogeneity Test of Post-Test Scores at Control 

and Experimental Class 

Table 4.5 : Paired Sample Statistic in Experimental Group 

Table 4.6 : Paired Sample Correlations in Experimental Group 

Table 4.7 : Paired Sample Test in Experimental Group 

Table 4.8 : Paired Sample Statistic in Control Group 

Table 4.9 : Paired Sample Correlation in Control Group 

Table 4.10  : Paired Sample Test in Control Group 

Table 4.11 : Group Statistic Independent Sample Test of Student’s Post Test 

Table 4.12 : Independent Sample Test of Students’ Post-Test 



xii  

 

LIST OF APPENIDICES 
 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 : Letter of Validity Test Permit 

Appendix 2 : Letter of Research Permit 

Appendix 3 : Letter of Answer for Research Permit 

Appendix 4 : The Question of Pre-Test and Post-Test 

Appendix 5 : The Score of Pre-Test and Post-Test in Control and 

Experimental Class 

 

Appendix 
 

6 
 

: T-Table 

Appendix 7 : The Result of Validity Test 

Appendix 8 : Observation Sheet Experiment Group 

Appendix 9 : Observation Sheet Control Group 

Appendix 10 : Teaching Module 

Appendix 11 : Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran (ATP) 

Appendix 12 : Students’ Attendance List in Experimental Group 

Appendix 13 : Students’ Attendance List in  Control Group 

Appendix 14 : Thesis Consultation Card 

Appendix 15 : Documentation 
 


