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MOTTO 

 

“Just because you can’t do much, don’t do nothing.” 

(Anonymous) 

 

“Knowing Is Not Enough; We Must Apply. Wishing Is Not 

Enough; We Must Do.”  

(Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe) 

 

“You Don’t Have To Be Great To Start, But You Have To Start To Be 

Great.”  

(Zig Ziglar) 

 

 

 
 



vii 
 

DEDICATION 

Bismillahirrahmanirahim...... 

First of all, prise and gratitude to Allah SWT, the glorious and merciful 

who has given so much favoured that this small paper entailed Improving 

Students’ Reading Comprehension Skill by using Save the Last Word for Me 

(SLWM) Strategy of Ninth Grade Students at MTs Ar-Rahman Simpang Yul has 

been finished. And do not forget to our prophet Muhammad SAW (peace be upon 

you) the greatest human not only for me, but for all creation in the world.  

The researcher needed much time to finish this thesis. Therefore, I am willing to 

dedicate this thesis to:  

 My beloved parents Mr. Udi and Mrs. Salmiyati, thank you so much for 

your support, motivation, prays, and endless love. 

 My beloved brothers and sister, thank you so much. 

 My honourable Academic Advisor, Mam Supiah M.Pd. 

 My honourable advisor; firstly Indrawati M.Pd and the secondly Mr. 

Firdaus, S.S.,M.Pd. B.I. 

 My honourable the first examiner Ihda Husnayaini, M.Pd and the second 

examiner Supiah, M,Pd, who have given me advisor to improved my 

thesis. 

 All of my lectures in IAIN SAS Bangka Belitung especially in English 

Department thank you for the knowledge and experience that you have 

shared to us. 

 My roommate that cannot mentioned one by one, thank you for your 

support, motivation and everything that we have done together.  

 My classmate TBI A and TBI B. thank you for every single time that we 

have created together.  

 And all people that helped and supported me when I did this thesis which 

cannot mentioned one by one. Thank you so much.   



viii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 This thesis was written on the basis of research that the researcher 

conducted in March – April 2019 at MTs Ar-Rahman Simpang Yul. The 

researcher would like to express her appreciation to the school’s teacher for their 

assistance and cooperation.  

 Furthermore, the writer would like to express her great gratitude to: 

1. The rector of IAIN SAS BABEL, Dr. Zayadi, M.Ag. 

2. The dean of Tarbiyah Faculty, Dr. Hadarah, M. Ag. 

3. The head of English Education Study Program, Zulfikri B Rasuan, M.Pd. 

4. The academic advisor of the researcher, Supiah M. Pd. 

5. The first thesis advisor, Indrawati M. Pd. 

6. The second thesis advisor, Firdaus, S.S.,M.Pd.B.I 

7. The first examiner Ihda Husnayaini, M.Pd. for the correction and suggestion 

in revising this thesis. 

8. The second examiner Supiah,M.Pd. for the correction and suggestion in 

revising this thesis. 

9. The principal of MTs Ar-Rahman Simpang Yul. 

10. The principal of MTs Negeri 3 Tempilang who has given me changed to 

do my validity test in this school.  

11. All teachers of MTs Ar-Rahman Simpang Yul. 

12. All students of MTs Ar-Rahman Simpang Yul, especially ninth grade 

students.  

 

 

         Petaling,   July, 2019 

         The researcher,  

 

 

PITRIA 

NIM. 1413027 



ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

TITLE PAGE ...................................................................................................  i 

LETTER OF DECLARATION .......................................................................  ii 

OFFICIAL MEMO OF ADVISORS ...............................................................  iii 

OFFICIAL MEMO OF EXAMINERS ............................................................  iv 

LETTER OF APPROVAL ...............................................................................  v  

MOTTO ...........................................................................................................  vi 

DEDICATION .................................................................................................  vii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...............................................................................  viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................  ix 

LIST OF TABLES ...........................................................................................  xi 

LIST OF APPENDICES ..................................................................................  xii 

ABSTRACT .....................................................................................................  xiii 

 

CHAPTER I     INTRODUCTION  

A. Background of the Study ................................................  1 

B. The Limitation of the Study  ...........................................  7 

C. The Problems of the Study ..............................................  7 

D. The Objectives of the Study ............................................  8 

E. The Significance of the Study .........................................  8 

F. Previous Related Studies  ................................................  9 

G. Subdivisions of the Study ...............................................  12 

 

CHAPTER II    LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. The Concept of Reading .................................................  13 

B. The Concept of Comprehension .....................................  14 

C. The Concept of Reading Comprehension  ......................  15 

D. The Concept of Teaching Reading  .................................  19 

E. The Concept of Narrative Text .......................................  20 

F. Teaching Reading of Narrative Text ...............................  23 

G. The Concept of SLWM Strategy ....................................  24 

H. The Procedure of SLWM Strategy ..................................  24 

I. The Implementation of SLWM Strategy ........................  27 

J. Hypothesis of the Study ..................................................  28 

 

CHAPTER III   RESEARCH METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

A. Method of the Research ..................................................  29 

B. The Operational Definition .............................................  32 

C. The Population and Sample of the Study ........................  33 

D. Technique for Collecting the Data ..................................  36 

1. Test .............................................................................  36 

2. Documentation ...........................................................  37 

3. Observation ................................................................  38 

E. Validity and Reliability ...................................................  38 



x 
 

1. Validity .......................................................................  38 

2. Reliability ...................................................................  41 

F. Technique for Analyzing the Data ..................................  43 

 

CHAPTER IV   FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS 

A. Findings of the Study ......................................................  45 

1. The Implementation of Experimental and 

  Control Group ............................................................  45 

2. The Result of Documentation .....................................  61 

3. The Result of Observation ..........................................  63 

4. The Statistical Analysis of Pre-Test and Post-Test  

 of the Experimental and Control Group .....................  68 

5. The Statistical Difference Analysis of Pre-Test  

 and Between Experimental and Control Group .........  76 

6. The Statistical Difference Analysis of Post-Test  

 and Between Experimental and Control Group .........  78 

B. Interpretation of the Research Finding ............................  79 

1. The Interpretation of Implementation  

 and Observation ..........................................................  79 

2. Interpretation of the Elements of  

 Reading Comprehension ............................................  80 

3. The Interpretation of the Statistical Analysis ..............  81  

 

CHAPTER V    CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

A. Conclusions of the Study ................................................  82 

B. Suggestion of the Study ..................................................  83 

 

 

REFERENCES ...............................................................................................  85 

APPENDICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table I.1      The Average Score of Preliminary Test of Reading Text ......  4 

Table II.1     The Procedures of Applying SLWM Strategy  

     in Experimental Group ..........................................................  27 

Table III.1    The Population of the Study ..................................................  34 

Table III.2    The Sample of the Study ........................................................  35 

Table III.3    The Number of Valid and Invalid Item ..................................  40 

Table III.4    The Value of the Reliability Coefficient ................................  42 

Table IV.1    The Observation in the Experimental Group .........................  64 

Table IV.2    The Observation in Control Group ........................................  66 

Table IV.3    The Result of Pre-Test and Post-Test Experimental Group ..  68 

Table IV.4    The Frequency and Percentage of Students’ Test Result ......  69 

Table IV.5    Paired Samples Statistics on the Experimental Group...........  70 

Table IV.6    Paired Samples Correlations on the Experimental Group .....  70 

Table IV.7    Paired Samples Test on the Experimental Group ..................  71 

Table IV.8    The Result of Pre-Test and Post-Test Control Group ............  72 

Table IV.9    The Frequency and Percentage of Students Test Result ........  73 

Table IV.10  Paired Samples Statistics on the Control Group ....................  74 

Table IV.11  Paired Samples Correlations on the Control Group...............  74 

Table IV.12  Paired Samples Test on The Control Group ..........................  75 

Table IV.13  Group Statistics Pre-Test Control and Experimental Group .  76 

Table IV.14  Independent Sample Test Pre-Test Control  

                     and Experimental Group ........................................................  77 

Table IV.15  Group Statistics Post-Test Control and Experimental Group  78 

Table IV.16  Independent Sample Test Post-Test Control  

 and Experimental Group ........................................................  78 

 



xii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 1. Classification of the Try-Out of Reading Comprehension 

Appendix 2. Clarification of Pre-test and Post-test of Reading Comprehension  

Appendix 3. The Result of Validity and Reliability 

Appendix 4. Experimental Group Attendant List  

Appendix 5. Control Group Attendant List  

Appendix 6. The Result of Pre-Test and Post-Test In Experimental Group 

Appendix 7. The Result of Pre-Test and Post-Test In Control Group 

Appendix 8. The SPSS Result of Statistical Analysis of Experimental and Control 

Group 

Appendix 9. Table of Critical Values for T-Two Tailed Significance and Values 

For Pearson Correlation Coefficient 

Appendix 10. Syllabus and Learning Schedule  

Appendix 11. The Teaching Schedule of Experimental Group 

Appendix 12. The Teaching Schedule of Control Group 

Appendix 13. Lesson Plan of Experimental Group  

Appendix 14. Lessen Plan of Control Group 

Appendix 15. The Documentations of Students Discussion Result  

Appendix 16. Observation Sheets for the Experimental group 

Appendix 17.  Observation Sheets for the Control Group 

Appendix 18. Surat-surat dan Format Konsultasi Pembimbing Skripsi 

Appendix 19. Photos 

 



xiii 
 

IMPROVING STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION SKILL BY 

USING SAVE THE LAST WORD FOR ME (SLWM) STRATEGY OF 

NINTH GRADE STUDENTS AT MTS AR-RAHMAN SIMPANG YUL IN 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018/2019 

PITRIA 

1413027 

 

English Education Study Program of Tarbiyah Faculty 

State of Institute Islamic Studies 

Syaikh Abdurahman Siddik 

Bangka Belitung 

Abstract 

 The aims of the research were to know the implementation of SLWM 

strategy in improving student’s reading comprehension in narrative texts and to 

find out whether there was any significant difference of reading skill between 

students who were taught by using Save the Last Word for Me (SLWM) Strategy. 

And students who were taught by using none Save the Last Word for Me 

(SLWM) Strategy at Mts Ar-Rahman Simpang Yul in Academic Year 2018/2019. 

 In this research, the researcher limited the study in reading comprehension 

skill specifically; understanding main idea, using vocabulary knowledge and 

making inference. The type of text used in the research was narrative texts in 

legend and fables. In this research, the researcher used quantitative approach 

namely quasi-experimental design. To find out whether there were significant 

difference between who were taught by using SLWM strategy and who were 

taught by using non SLWM strategy.  

 Based on the result of independent simple post-test of experimental and 

control group, it was found that t-obtained in equal variances assumed was 3.084. 

Compering the t-obtained and t-table was 2.06 and degree of freedom was 50. 

Since p-output or the significant (2-tailed) was .003 lower than computation with 

level significant 0.05 and t-obtained 3.084 was higher than t-table 2.06. It means 

that there was significant difference between the post-test in experimental and 

control group. The researcher result showed that the null hypothesis (H0) was 

rejected and Alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted. It means that SLWM 

strategy was proven significantly to improve students’ reading comprehension 

skill. 
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